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(57) Abstract: A game system comprises a 
monitor, an input unit for outputting a signal 
corresponding to the operation by the player, and 
a game control unit for executing a predetermined 
card game on the screen of the monitor while 
referring to the ou^ut signal from the input unit 
The game control unit determines cards (101,..., 
101) displayed in a matrix on the game screen 
(lOOA). Out of the lines of cards arrayed in a 
predetermined direction on the game screen, 
lines the number of which corresponds to the 
play value preset by the operation of the input 
imit by the player are set as effective lines. The 
ps^ent to the player is controlled according to 
the combination of cards in the effective lines and 
the combination of cards in a direction different 
from the direction of line of cards. 
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Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
28 May 2002 (28.05.02) 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
K04-4054 —5 oi^^^^ 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/ J POO/03854 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
14 June 2000 (14.06.00) 


Applicant 

KONAMI CO., LTD. et ai 



1. Transmittal of the translation to the applicant. 

The International Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the English translation made by the 
International Bureau of the international preliminary examination report established by the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority. 



2. Transmittal of the copy of the translation to the elected Offices. 

The International Bureau notifies the applicant that copies of that translation have been 
transmitted to the following elected Offices requiring such translation: 

EP,CN,US 



The following elected Offices, having waived the requirement for such a transmittal 2t this time, 
will receive copies of that translation from the International Bureau only upon their request: 

AU,KR,ZA 



3. Reminder regarding translation into (one of) the official language(s) of the elected Offlce(s). 

The applicant is reminded that, where a translation of the international application must be 
furnished to an elected Office, that translation must contain a translation of any annexes to the 
international preliminary examination report. 

It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected 
Office concerned (Rule 74,1). See Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide for further details. 
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The fnternational Bureau of WlPO 


Authorized officer 


34, chemtn des Colombettes 


Eilott PERETTI y 


1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 / 



Form PCT/iB/338 (July 1996) 4874424 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
K04-4054 


SeeNotificationofTransmittaloflniemattonal Preliminary 
FOR FURTHER ACTION £;,amination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/4 16) 


International application No. 

PCT/JPOO/03854 


International filing date (day/montli/year) 
14 June 2000 (14.06.00) 


Priority date {day/month/year) 

14 June 1999(14.06.99) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
A63F 13/00 


Applicant 


KONAMl CO., LTD. 





1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANMEXES, i.e.. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of. 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability . 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or.industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 



I 




II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 

12 January 2001 (12.01.01) 


Date of completion of this report 

27 August 2001 (27.08.2001) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



Form PCT/lPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



international application No. 

PCT/JPOO/03854 



Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[ I the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages ^'^9 

pages '_ 

pages 



, as originally filed 
filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



10-11 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



1,8-9,12,13 



filed with the letter of 



18 June 2001 (18.06.2001) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-12 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 
pages 

pages . 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
[~~| the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written f^^ _ 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished. 



4. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages ^ 

1^ the claims, Nos, 

□ 



the drawings, sheets/fig 

□ This report has been established as if (some oO the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originaliv filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JPOO/03854 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty CN) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1,8-11,12,13 



1,8-11,12,13 



1,8-1 1,12,13 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 
Claims 1, 8-13 

Document 1: JP, 9-220369, A (Konami Co., Ltd.), 26 August, 1997 (26.08.97), paragraph Nos. [0024]- 
[0034], Figs. 6 and 7 

Document 2: US, 5890962, A (Takatoshi Takemoto), 6 April, 1999 (06.04.99), column 12, line 15 to 
column 16, line 37, Figs. 1-12 

^^"^ 1^ 

Document 1 describes a game system that has (a) a display device, (b) an mput device and (c) a game 
controller for executing a card game using playing cards, comprising (1) a card deciding means for 
deciding each of the plural playing cards displayed sidej^y sjde on a_game scieen (2) a betting means, 
(3) a share controlling means for controlling the share for a player based on the combination of cards, (4) 
a selecting means for deciding the selection of either receiving the share or having a chance of increasing 
the share,%ased on the instruction of the player concerned given through the input device, and (5) a share 
increase controlling means for (a) executing a predetermined game when the chance is selected and (b) 
increasing said share when the result of the game conforms to predetermined conditions. 

Document 2 describes a game system that has a display device, an input device and a game controller, 
comprising (1) a symbol deciding means for deciding respectively the plural symbols displayed in plural 
display areas displayed side by side in a matrix on a game screen, (2) a betting means for setting as many 
lines as the play value set by a player based on his/her operation of the input device, as effective lines, 
among the plural lines constituted by symbols aligned in predetermined directions in the plural display 
areas selected by the player, and (3) a share controlling means for controlling the share to the player 
based on the combination of the symbols on the effective lines, wherein said share controlling means 
further changes the share to the player based on each combination of winning display areas. 

A person skilled in the art could have easily employed the symbol deciding means, betting means and 
share controlling means described in document 2, in the game system described in document 1 . <^ oir^^ 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINAT^N I^PO^ 
(PCX Article 36 and Rule 70) ^ 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
K04-4054 


SeeNotificationofTransmittaloflntemational Preliniinar>' 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 

PCT/JPOO/03854 


International filing date {day/month/year) 
14 June 2000(14.06.00) 


Priority date {day/montit/year) 

14 June 1999(14.06.99) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
A63F 13/00 


Applicant 


KONAMI CO., LTD. 





1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminar>' Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priorit>' 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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VII 
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VIII 
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Date of submission of the demand 

12 January 2001 (12.01.01) 


Date of completion of this report 

27 August 2001 (27.08.2001) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 

Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JPOO/03854 



. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[ I the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages . 



1-19 



. as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



10-11 



. as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

, filed with the demand 



1,8-9,12,13 



filed with the letter of 



18 June 2001 (18.06.2001) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-12 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



2. 



3. 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. . 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language wnicn is. 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminar>' examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

Pi The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

1^ the claims, Nos. 2£7 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



□ This report has been established as if (some oO the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 ^^^/jff''''^^\^^ 
in this report as "originallv filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule /U.io 

and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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International application No. 

PCT/JPOO/03854 



I V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ^ 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1,8>11, 12,13 



1,8-11,12,13 



1,8-11,12,13 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Claims 1,8-13 , rr^r^^A^ 

Document 1: JP, 9-220369, A (Konami Co., Ltd.), 26 August, 1997 (26,08.97), paragraph Nos. [0024]- 
[0034], Figs. 6 and 7 _ ^ ^ 

Document 2: US, 5890962, A (Takatoshi Takemoto), 6 April, 1999 (06.04.99), column 12, hne 15 to 

column 16, line 37, Figs. 1-12 

Document 1 describes a game system that has (a) a display device, (b) an input device and (c) a game 
controller for executing a card game using playing cards, comprising (1) a card decidmg means for 
deciding each of the plural playing cards displayed side by side on a game screen, (2) a bettmg means 
(3) a share controlling means for controlling the share for a player based on the combmation of cards, (4) 
a selecting means for deciding the selection of either receiving the share or having a chance of mcreasmg 
the share based on the instruction of the player concerned given through the input device, and (5) a share 
increase controlling means for (a) executing a predetermined game when the chance is selected and (b) 
increasing said share when the result of the game conforms to predetermined conditions. 

Document 2 describes a game system that has a display device, an input device and a game controller, 
comprising (1) a symbol deciding means for deciding respectively the plural symbols displayed in plural 
display areas displayed side by side in a matrix on a game screen, (2) a betting means for setting as many 
lines as the play value set by a player based on his/her operation of the input device, as effective lines, 
among the plural lines constituted by symbols aligned in predetermined directions in the plural display 
areas selected by the player, and (3) a share controlling means for controlling the share to the player 
based on the combination of the symbols on the effective lines, wherein said share controlling means 
further changes the share to the player based on each combination of winning display areas. 

A person skilled in the art could have easily employed the symbol deciding means, betting means and 
share controlling means described in document 2, in the game system described in document 1 . 
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PATENT COOPERAl .uN TREATY 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.2) 



To: 



Commissioner 

US Department of Commerce 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, PCT 

2011 South Clark Place Room 

CP2/5C24 

Arlington, VA 22202 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

05 February 2001 (05.02.01) 


ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 




international application No. 
PCT/JPOO/03854 


Applicant's or agenf s file reference 
K04-4054 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

14 June 2000(14.06.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
14 June 1999 (14.06.99) 


Applicant 

TAKEYAMA, So et al 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

I X| in the demand filed with the international Preliminary Examining Authority on: 

12 January 2001 (12.01.01) 



I I in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election | X| was 

I I was not 

made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 





Authorized officer 


The International Bureau of WlPO 


34, chemin des Colombettes 


Antonia Muller 


121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 


Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) 


JP0003854 
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Copy for the Elected Office (EO/US) 

PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



PCT/J POO/03854 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
OF A CHANGE 

(PCT Rule 92bis.1 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 


To: . 

YAMAMOTO, Koji 

KJBK DUIIuing IvyODoSni 4in Tioor 

16-10, Kyobashi 1-chome 
Chuou-ku 
Tokyo 104-00ol 
JAPON 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
03 July 2001 (03.07.01) 


Applicant's or agenfs file reference 
K04-4054 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/JPOO/03854 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
14 June 2000(14.06.00) 



1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 
I I the applicant | | the inventor 



X the agent [ [ the common representative 



Name and Address 

YAMAMOTO, Koji 

Park Shiba Building, 4th floor 

17-11 Shiba 2-chome 

Minato-ku 

Tokyo 105-0014 

Japan 


State of Nationality 


State of Residence 


Telephone No. 
03 5443 8461 


Facsimile No. 
03 5443 8450 


Teleprinter No. 


2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 
I [ the person | | the name X the address [ [ the nationality | | the residence 


Name and Address 

YAMAMOTO, Koji 

Oak Building Kyobashi 4th floor 

16-10, Kyobashi 1-chonne 

Chuou-ku 

Tokyo 104-0031 

Japan 


State of Nationality 


State of Residence 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 



3. Further observations, if necessary: 



4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
I X[ the receiving Office 
I I the International Searching Authority 
I X| the International Preliminary Examining Authority 



I I the designated Offices concerned 
I X I the elected Offices concerned 

I I other: 





The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer 

Masashi HONDA 
Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) 



004124960 
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Copy for the Elected Office (EO/US) 

PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



PCT/J POO/03854 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
OF A CHANGE 

(PCT Rule 92bis.1 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 


To: 

ISHIKAWA, Yasuo 

Park Shiba Building, 4th floor 

17-11 Shiba 2-chome 

Minato-ku 

Tokyo 105-0014 

JAPON 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
22 June 2001 (22.06.01) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
K04-4054 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/JPOO/03854 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
14 June 2000(14.06.00) 



1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 
I I the applicant | | the inventor 



X 



the agent | [ the common representative 



Name and Address 

ISHIKAWA, Yasuo 

Park Shiba Building, 4th floor 

17-11 Shiba 2-chome 

Minato-ku 

Tokyo 105-0014 

Japan 


State of Nationality 


State of Residence 


Telephone No. 
03 5443 8461 


Facsimile No. 
03 5443 8450 


Teleprinter No. 


2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 

X the person [ [ the name [ | the address | [ the nationality [ | the residence 


Name and Address 


State of Nationality 


State of Residence 


Telephone No, 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 



3- Further observations, if necessary: 

The agent in Box 1 should be deleted as an agent of record. 



4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
I X| the receiving Office 
I I the International Searching Authority 
X the International Preliminary Examining Authority 



I I the designated Offices concerned 
[ X[ the elected Offices concerned 
I I other: 





The International Bureau of WiPO 
34, chennin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer 

Masashl HONDA 

Telephone Na: (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) 



004107206 
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AMENDMENT 



To : Examiner of the Patent Office 

1- Identification of the International Application 
PCT/JPOO/03854 

2. Applicant 

Name: KONAMI CO., LTD 

Address: 3-1, Toranomon 4-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo 

105-6021 Japan 
Country of nationality: Japan 
Country of residence: Japan 

3- Agent 

Name: (9964) Yamamoto Koji 

Address: Oak Building Kyobashi 4''*' F 16-10, Kyobashi 
l-chome Chuou-ku, Tokyo, 104-0031 Japan 

4. Item to be Amended 

claims 

5. Detail of Amendment 

(1) In Claim l, change "A game system comprising: a display 
unit which can. display a game screen; an input unit for 
supplying a signal corresponding to a player's operation; 
and a game controller for executing a predetermined card 
game on a screen of the display unit with reference to the 
signal supplied from the input unit, wherein the game 
controller includes: a card deciding device for deciding a 
plurality of cards displayed on the game screen in a matrix 
shape, a betting device for setting the number of. lines 
depending on the value of a play, which a player setis by 
operating the input device, of a plurality of lines formed 
by the cards arranged in a predetermined direction on the 
game screen, as an effective line, and a dividend 
controlling device for controlling a dividend for a player 



THIS PAGE BLANK (usPTO) 




respectively according to a combination of the cards on the 
effective line and a combination of the cards in a 
direction different from the direction of the above line*'^ 
to ^'A game system comprising: a display unit which can 
display a game screen; an input unit for supplying a signal 
corresponding to a player's operation; and a • game 
controller for executing a predetermined card game using 
trump cards on a screen of the display unit with reference 
to the signal supplied from the input unit, wherein the 
game controller includes: a card deciding device for 
deciding a plurality of cards displayed on the game screen 
in a matrix shape, a betting device for setting the number 
of lines depending on the value of a play, which a player 
sets by operating the input device, of a plurality of lines 
formed by the cards arranged in a predetermined direction 
on the game screen, as an effective line, and a dividend 
controlling device for controlling a dividend for a player 
respectively according to a combination of the cards on the 
effective line and a combination of the cards in a 
direction different from the direction of the above line, 
wherein the line is set in one direction of a vertical 
direction and a horizontal direction of the matrix, the 
betting device increases the number of the effective lines 
according as the play value increases, and the dividend 
controlling device produces the dividend when a successful 
hand is formed on the effective lines in the card game 
using the trump cards, and produces the dividend or changes 
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the dividend having been produced when a maximum number of 
the lines included in the matrix are selected as the 
effective lines and a predetermined combination is formed 
by the cards on the maximum number of the effective lineS; 
at least in the diagonal direction or in a direction 
crossing with the above line at right angle in the 
matrix. " . 

(2) Delete Claim 2. 

(3) Delete Claim 3. 

(4) Delete Claims 4, 5, 6, and 7. 

(5) In Claim 8, change "according to Claim 1" to '"according 
to Claim 1", and change "in a direction different from the 
direction of the above line'' to ''at least in the diagonal 
direction or in a direction crossing with the above line at 
right angle in the matrix'' . 

(6) In Claim 9/ change "any one of Claims 1 to 8" to "Claim 
1 or 8". 

(7) In Claim 12, change "A game controlling method for 
executing the following procedures by a computer provided 
in a game system: a procedure of deciding a plurality of 
cards displayed on a game screen in a matrix shape, a 
procedure of setting the number of lines depending on the 
value of a play a player sets, of a plurality of lines 
formed by the cards arranged in a predetermined direction 
on the game screen, as an effective line, and a procedure 
of controlling a dividend for a player respectively 
according to a combination of the cards on the effective 
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line and a combination of the cards in a direction 
different from the direction of the above line." to "A game 
controlling method for executing the following procedures 
by a computer provided in a game system: a procedure of 
deciding a plurality of trump cards displayed on a game 
screen in a matrix shape, a procedure of setting the nxMber 
of lines depending on the value of a play a player sets, of 
a plurality of lines formed by the cards arranged in a 
piredetermined direction on the game screen, as an effective 
line, and a procedure of controlling a dividend for a 
player respectively according to a combination of the cards 
on the effective line and a combination of the cards in a 
direction different from the direction of the above line, 
wherein the line is set in one direction of a vertical 
direction and a horizontal direction of the matrix, in the 
procedure of setting the effective line, the number of the 
effective lines is increased according as the play value 
increases, and in the procedure of controlling the 
dividend, the dividend is produced when a successful hand 
is formed on the effective lines in a card game using the 
trump cards, and the dividend is produced or the dividend 
having been produced is changed when a maximum number of 
the lines included in the matrix are selected as the 
effective lines and a predetermined combination is formed 
by the cards on the maximum number of the effective lines, 
at least in the diagonal direction or in a direction 
crossing with the above line at right angle in the matrix." 
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(8) In Claim 13, change ^^A storing medium readable by a 
computer, with a program stored there, in which the program 
wofks the computer provided in a game system as a card 
deciding device for deciding a plurality of cards displayed 
on a game screen in a matrix shape, a betting device for 
setting the number of lines depending on the value of a 
play a player sets, of a plurality of lines formed- by the 
cards arranged in a predetermined direction on the game 
screen, as an effective line, and a dividend controlling 
device for controlling a dividend for a player respectively 
according to a combination of the cards on the effective 
line and a combination of the cards in a direction 
different from the direction of the above line." to ^^A 
storing medium readable by a computer, with a program 
stored there, in which the program works the computer 
provided in a game system as a card deciding device for 
deciding a plurality of cards displayed on a game screen in 
a matrix shape, a betting device for setting the number of 
lines depending on the value of a play a player sets, of a 
plurality of lines formed by the cards arranged in a 
predetermined direction on the game screen, as an effective 
line, and a dividend controlling device for controlling a 
dividend for a player respectively according to a 
combination of the cards on the effective line and a 
combination of the cards in a direction different from the 
direction of the above line, wherein the line is set in one 
direction of a vertical direction and a horizontal 
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direction of the matrix, the betting device increases the 
number of the effective lines according as the play value 
increases, and the dividend controlling device produces the 
dividend when a successful hand is formed on the effective 
lines in a card game using trump cards, and produces the 
dividend or changes the dividend having been produced when 
a maximum number of the lines included in the matrix are 
selected as the effective lines and a predetermined 
combination is formed by the cards on the maximum number of 
the effective lines, at least in the diagonal direction or 
in a direction crossing with the above line at right angle 
in the matrix.". 



6. List of Attached Documents 

Replacement sheets of pages 20, 21, 22, 22/1 and 23 
the claims 
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CLAIMS 



1. A game system comprising: 

a display unit which can display a game screen; 

an input unit for supplying a signal corresponding to a 
player' s operation; and 

a game controller for executing a predetermined card 
game on a screen of the display unit with reference to the 
signal supplied from the input unit, wherein 

the game controller includes: 

a card deciding device for deciding a plurality of 
cards displayed on the game screen in a matrix shape, 

a betting device for setting the number of lines 
depending on the value of a play, which a player sets by 
operating the input device, of a plurality of lines formed 
by the cards arranged in a predetermined direction on the 
game screen/ as an effective line, and 

a dividend controlling device for controlling a 
dividend for a player respectively according to a 
combination of the cards on the effective line and a 
combination of the cards in a direction different from the 
direction of the above line. 

2- The game system according to Claim 1, wherein 
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the betting device increases the number of the 
effective lines according as the play value increases, and 
the dividend controlling device produces the dividend or 
changes the dividend having been produced, when a 
predetermined number^ two or more of the effective lines is 
selected and a predetermined combination is formed by the 
cards on the predetermined number of the effective lines in 
a direction different from the direction of the above line- 

3. The game system according to Claim 2^ wherein 

the dividend controlling device produces the dividend 
when the cards on at least one effective line of the 
predetermined number of the effective lines form a 
combination set as a successful hand, or when the cards on 
the predetermined number of the effective lines form a 
pj-edetermined combination in a direction different from the 
direction of th^ ^ove line. 

4. The game system according to Claim 2, wherein 

the dividend controlling device produces the dividend 
for the successful hand when a combination set as a 
successful hand is completed by the cards at least on one 
effective line of the predetermined number of the effective 
lines, and changes the dividend for the successful hand when 
a predetermined combination is completed by the cards on the 
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predetermined nximber of the effective lines in a direction 
different from the direction of the above line. 

5. The game system according to any one of Claims 2 to 4, 
wherein 

the line is set in one direction of a vertical 
direction and a horizontal direction of the matrix, and the 
dividend controlling device produces the dividend or changes 
the dividend having been produced when a predetermined 
combination is formed by the cards on the predetermined 
number of the effective lines, at least in the diagonal 
direction or in a direction crossing with the above line at 
right angle in the matrix, 

6. The game system according to any one of claims 2 to 4, 
wherein 

the predetermined number corresponds to a maximum 
number of the lines included in the matrix. 

7. The game system according to Claim 1, wherein 

trump cards are used as the above-mentioned plurality 
of the cards, and the dividend controlling device produces 
the dividend when a successful hand is formed on the 
effective lines in a card game using the trump cards - 
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8. The game system according to Claim 1, wherein 

the dividend controlling device produces the dividend 
or changes the dividend having been produced when a 
predetermined number of the cards of the same mark or the 
cards of the same number is placed in a direction different 
from the direction of the above line. 

9. The game system according to any one of Claims 1 to 8, 
further comprising: 

a selecting device for selecting reception of a 
dividend or a chance of increasing a dividend when the 
dividend controlling device produces the dividend, according 
to a player's instruction given by the input unit; and 

a dividend increase controlling device for increasing 
the dividend if an outcome of the game satisfies a 
predetermined condition, while performing a predetermined 
game, when the above chance is selected. 

10. The game system according to Claim 9, further 
comprising: 

a discriminating device for checking whether or not to 
advance the count associated with a chance of increasing the 
dividend based on the outcome of the game, every time a game 
using a plurality of the cards placed in the matrix shape is 

performed; and 



32 



THIS PAGE BLANK (uspto) 




a probability controlling device for increasing a 
probability of achieving the outcome satisfying the 
predetermined condition in a game performed by the dividend 
increase controlling device^ when the dividend controlling 
device produces the dividend as the above count reaches a 
predetermined value - 

11. The game system according to Claim 10/ wherein 

the dividend increase controlling device makes a player 
select a predetermined number of the cards from the 
plurality of the cards / in the game, and executes a game for 
deciding victory or defeat according as whether the selected 
cards satisfy a predetermined condition or not/ and the 
probability controlling device increases the probability by 
increasing the number of the cards selectable by the player. 

12. A game controlling method for executing the following 
procedures by a computer provided in a game system: 

a procedure of deciding a plurality of cards displayed 
on a game screen in a matrix shape, 

a procedure of setting the number of lines depending on 
the value of a play a player setS/ of a plurality of lines 
formed by the cards arranged in a predetermined direction on 
the game screen, as an effective line, and 
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a procedure of -controlling a dividend for a player 
respectively according to a combination of the cards on the 
effective line and a coittbirxation of the cards in a direction 
different from the direction of the above line. 

13- A storing medium readable by a computer, with a program 

stored there, in which the program works the computer 

provided in a game system as 

a card deciding device for deciding a plurality of 

cards displayed on a game screen in a matrix shape, 

a betting device for setting the number of lines 
depending on the value of a play a player sets, of a 
plurality of lines formed by the cards arranged in a 
predetermined direction on the game screen, as an effective 
line, and 

a dividend controlling device for controlling a 
dividend for a player respectively according to a 
combination of the cards on the effective line and a 
combination of the cards in a direction different from the 
direction of the above line. 
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